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2019 ANNUAL DATA REPORT 













In 2019, South Carolina fire departments were called to 470,987 incidents, an 8.2 percent 
increase from the previous year. With mutual aid included, the number of reports increases to 
504,946. More than $173 million of property, 6,092 acres, and 72 civilian lives were lost to fires. 
With 433 fire departments reporting data to NFIRS, we can 




The South Carolina State NFIRS Program’s mission is to serve 
local fire departments by providing training, analysis, account 
assistance, and reporting assistance in order to meet the goals 
set forth by the United States Fire Administration, South 
Carolina State Fire, and the local department. By having better 




Reporting to NFIRS is required by South Carolina Code of 
Regulations 71-8300.5. Providing data to the State and USFA 
allows departments to apply for and receive grant funding, 
improve budget and resource allocations, recruit and retain fire 
service personnel, and create assessments to reduce risks in 
their communities. For questions about the State NFIRS 
Program, contact Samantha Quizon at (803) 896-1250. 
 
 
Civilian fire death data is provided by the Community Loss 
Education and Response Team (see page 8). For information 
about the civilian fire death research program, contact Chief 
Josh Fulbright at (803) 896-9895. 
Today, 1,290 calls 
for service will be 
resolved by the 
more than 19,000 
firefighters in our 
state. Of these 
calls: 
65 will be fires, 
128 will be false 
alarms, and 
781 will be 
medical or rescue 
calls (including 
MVCs). 
One in every 358 
fires will be fatal. 
A Day in the 
South Carolina 
Fire Service 

















































Top 10 Incident Types Historical Summary of Calls 
 
 
Structure Fires 7,953 
Vehicle Fires 4,299 
Other Fires 11,344 
Total Fire Incidents 23,596 
  
Rescue/EMS 284,947 
Other Incidents 65,795 
False Alarms or No 
Emergency Found 
53,821 
Canceled en Route 42,828 
Total Non-Fire Incidents 447,391 
  
All Incidents with Mutual Aid 504,946 
 
Medical assist 103,997 
EMS call 99,176 
Canceled en route 38,091 
MVC w/ injuries 24,789 
MVC w/o injuries 21,224 
Alarm system activation, no fire 14,857 
EMS incident, other 12,535 
Other rescue call 10,815 
Assist invalid 9,481 
Public service 9,332 
 
 2017 2018 2019 


























(These response rates do not include exposures or automatic/mutual aid given.) 
 
One fire department responds every 
1 minute and 7 seconds 
 
 One fire occurs every 
22 minutes and 17 seconds 
One structure fire occurs every 
1 hour and 6 minutes 
 
 One vehicle fire occurs every 
2 hours and 2 minutes 
One outside or other fire occurs every 
46 minutes and 20 seconds 
 
 One other emergency call 
(non-fire) occurs every 
1 minute and 10 seconds 
One EMS/Rescue call occurs every 
1 minutes and 51 seconds 
 
 One false alarm occurs every 

























Approximately 5.0 percent of calls this year were fires of any type, including structure, vehicle, 
and outdoor fires. By learning about the location, frequency, and details of these fires, we can 
better prevent and respond. 
 









of Fires  
Structure  7,953 63 171 115 $120,954,549 34% 
Vehicle  4,299 8 18 5 $29,808,163 18% 
Other/ 
Outdoor  
11,344 1 15 11 $6,860,861 48% 





Average Response Time 
7 minutes, 48 seconds 
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Fire Losses Greater Than $1 Million 
(Property and Content Combined) 
 
 
Date County FD Name Property Use Dollar Loss 
(in millions) 
February 24 Horry Myrtle Beach FD Restaurant or Cafeteria 2.2 
Jasper Hardeeville FD Hotel/motel, commercial 1.1 
February 27 Orangeburg Jamison VFD Dump, sanitary landfill 6.0 
March 17 Horry Conway Fire Rescue Warehouse 2.8 
April 16 Richland Columbia – Richland Food and beverage sales, 
grocery store 
2.2 
April 23 Charleston St. John’s FD 1 or 2 family dwelling 1.0 
April 26 Richland Columbia – Richland Multifamily dwelling 19.2 
May 23 Charleston Sullivans Island FD Outside or special property, 
other 
1.0 
May 29 Darlington Hartsville FD Open land or field 2.0 
June 23 Greenville Greenville City FD Construction site 2.0 
July 1 Lee Lee County FD 1 or 2 family dwelling 1.1 
July 7 Greenville Greer FD Manufacturing, processing 2.0 
July 26 Beaufort Sheldon Township FD 1 or 2 family dwelling 2.0 
August 9 Sumter Sumter City FD Bank 1.0 
August 12 Chester Chester City FD 1 or 2 family dwelling 1.0 
October 10 Horry North Myrtle Beach 
FD 
Multifamily dwelling 1.1 
October 12 Charleston Mt. Pleasant FD Multifamily dwelling 1.0 
October 24 Florence Windy Hill VFD Manufacturing, processing 1.8 
October 27 Dorchester Dorchester County FD 1 or 2 family dwelling 1.3 
December 24 Spartanburg Cherokee Springs FD Vehicle parking area 1.0 
 
 
The day with the largest amount of 
property and contents saved from fires: 
March 7, 2019 
($400 million) 
The day with the largest amount of 
property and contents lost in fires: 
February 24, 2019 
($3.38 million) 
The most fire calls occurred on: 
July 4, 2019 
(182 calls) 
The least fire calls occurred on: 
October 30, 2019 
(25 calls) 
The largest amount of square feet saved in fires occurred on: 
June 18, 2019 
(9.077 million sq. ft) 
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Top 10 Items First Ignited 
 
Undetermined 10,111 
Light vegetation- not crop, including grass 2,320 
Cooking materials, including edible materials 826 
Electrical wire, cable insulation 730 
Rubbish, trash, waste 572 
Heavy vegetation- no crop, including trees 502 
Organic materials, other 382 
Multiple items first ignited 254 
Exterior wall covering or finish 233 


























































CAUSE OF IGNITION FOR ALL FIRES
WITH SOME FIRE SPREAD
When reporting fires in NFIRS, sometimes fire department personnel do not initially 
know how a fire started. For 43 percent of fires in South Carolina, it is 
“undetermined” what first ignited. Fire prevention through education, engineering, 
and enforcement can result from a better understanding of the more common 
types of fires occurring in South Carolina. 
 







Seventy-two civilians lost their lives to fires, and 204 fire-related injuries were reported to 
NFIRS. The Community Loss Education and Response (CLEAR) Team responds to every fire death 
in South Carolina, and researches the incident and related losses. Using what is learned, we can 
better educate the public to keep themselves safe. Find a more in-depth report on the South 
Carolina State Fire website. Numbers below reflect what is known by State Fire, and may not be 
consistent with NFIRS data. 
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HOW DOES THE CLEAR TEAM 
HELP NFIRS DATA? 
The Community Loss Education and Resource 
(CLEAR) Team is dedicated to researching the 
circumstances of fatal fires and the victims who 
perish within them. 
The CLEAR Team works in tandem with fire 
departments to document fire fatalities in their 
entirety, including assisting in NFIRS 
documentation. In turn, State Fire uses 
reported fire deaths to compare those incidents 
to non-fatal ones. 
Every fire death must be reported to State Fire 
and recorded in NFIRS. By working together, we 
can understand why these losses happen in a 
multi-dimensional way. 
You can learn more information about our 
state’s fire fatalities through the South Carolina 
State Fire website. To report a fire fatality in 

















































Under 20 20 - 49 50 - 69 Over 70
Males 61% Females 39% 
White Black Hispanic 
65% 29% 6% 
Most Probable Cause of Fatal Fires 
Smoking 26% Electrical 9% 
Unknown 20% Other 9% 
Heating 12% Incendiary 8% 
Cooking 9% MVC 8% 







Open Area Storage Structure Vehicle Mobile Home Single Family
Dwelling
Incidents by Location
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Incidents 13 5 2 3 5 3 6 3 4 7 5 10
Victims 14 5 2 4 5 4 7 3 5 7 6 10
Frequency of Fire Fatalities and Incidents


























FIRE SERVICE INJURIES 
 
 
Firefighters encounter a number of hazards in the line of duty. This year, 225 fire service injuries 
were reported to NFIRS. There was one fire service fatality in October, during an EMS call at 






























Injuries by Incident Type
2019 2018 2017






The following tables describe statistics at the county level. All 46 counties in South Carolina have 
at least one fire department which reported statistics to NFIRS in 2019. The map below shows 
the number of incidents reported per county, with higher numbers of incidents represented by 
darker shades. 





















Abbeville 46 9 42 97 1 0 0 16 
Aiken 249 145 360 754 6 5 1 406 
Allendale 26 15 45 86 1 0 0 102 
Anderson 498 201 666 1,365 2 2 7 171 
Bamberg 57 17 55 129 2 2 0 47 
Barnwell 39 13 35 87 0 1 0 22 
Beaufort 220 77 265 562 2 8 3 67 
Berkeley 174 106 302 582 5 1 2 72 
Calhoun 23 8 41 72 3 0 0 8 
Charleston 632 361 982 1,975 27 36 5 58 
Cherokee 120 84 126 330 0 3 1 10 
Chester 61 26 75 162 0 0 1 17 
Chesterfield 58 34 125 217 5 3 1 114 
Clarendon 82 60 181 323 0 0 5 548 
Colleton 88 90 283 461 0 3 1 314 
Darlington 172 67 259 498 4 1 1 236 
Dillon 7 17 23 47 0 0 0 0 
Dorchester 146 84 262 492 3 3 1 1 
Edgefield 12 2 16 30 0 0 0 63 
Fairfield 52 47 65 164 0 0 0 49 
Florence 249 156 374 779 3 4 5 274 
Georgetown 93 71 187 351 4 0 3 235 
Greenville 743 342 756 1,841 15 13 1 70 
Greenwood 154 61 123 338 0 9 1 19 
Hampton 33 27 91 151 0 0 0 58 
Horry 407 208 678 1,293 75 36 6 29 
Jasper 36 49 98 183 0 1 1 147 
Kershaw 112 79 251 442 3 3 1 225 
Lancaster 43 17 86 146 1 0 2 9 
Laurens 123 89 210 422 2 1 1 52 
Lee 71 53 104 228 0 1 1 135 
Lexington 591 273 846 1,710 25 10 1 15 
Marion 53 21 73 147 0 1 0 103 
Marlboro 72 34 135 241 0 1 0 85 
McCormick 3 0 9 12 0 0 0 2 
Newberry 79 48 92 219 0 3 0 3 
Oconee 178 85 238 501 3 1 3 548 
Orangeburg 241 177 380 798 2 11 1 70 
Pickens 191 76 219 486 0 2 1 77 
Richland 559 348 832 1,739 14 16 3 292 
Saluda 25 13 14 52 1 0 3 3 
Spartanburg 513 320 607 1,440 9 7 8 152 
Sumter 316 109 344 769 4 0 1 319 
Union 35 11 27 73 0 0 1 4 
Williamsburg 87 57 157 301 1 0 0 743 
York 184 112 205 501 1 1 0 27 
*If <1 acre burned, the number reported was rounded up to 1 acre. All decimal points were rounded to the nearest whole 
number. 






















Abbeville 97 $213,325 $55,000 1,362 572 2,031 2,446 
Aiken 754 $4,715,187 $5,445,922 3,619 1,915 6,288 7,373 
Allendale 86 $635,200 $132,500 123 228 437 437 
Anderson 1,365 $3,540,499 $20,765,770 5,794 3,081 10,240 11,169 
Bamberg 129 $1,537,775 $13,853,675 234 198 561 700 
Barnwell 87 $476,550 $888,400 162 148 397 525 
Beaufort 562 $6,841,341 $384,361,463 15,832 7,628 24,022 24,896 
Berkeley 582 $7,749,318 $23,506,815 9,429 3,666 13,677 15,758 
Calhoun 72 $1,056,600 $1,008,800 155 134 361 633 
Charleston 1,975 $25,701,539 $488,041,552 35,765 26,934 64,674 68,174 
Cherokee 330 $1,097,991 $448,378 2,311 1,199 3,840 4,361 
Chester 162 $1,626,986 $99,388,910 1,436 731 2,329 2,647 
Chesterfield 217 $1,463,500 $3,030,680 188 310 715 836 
Clarendon 323 $1,978,555 $12,475,311 971 475 1,769 1,790 
Colleton 461 $1,478,696 $4,079,304 7,132 2,509 10,102 10,152 
Darlington 498 $2,358,500 $1,384,500 1,263 1,378 3,139 3,184 
Dillon 47 $3,000 $0 16 33 96 290 
Dorchester 492 $7,043,771 $6,069,068 6,476 3,035 10,003 10,938 
Edgefield 30 $200,000 $0 132 105 267 323 
Fairfield 164 $312,990 $176,550 507 303 974 1,009 
Florence 779 $6,203,045 $20,922,486 5,722 4,017 10,518 10,721 
Georgetown 351 $5,758,899 $35,353,352 15,216 5,019 20,586 21,071 
Greenville 1,841 $10,897,829 $764,151,700 34,142 17,888 53,871 55,734 
Greenwood 338 $375,450 $5,063,587 2,757 2,608 5,703 6,328 
Hampton 151 $67,500 $142,500 667 356 1,174 1,295 
Horry 1,293 $13,314,750 $448,370,262 54,929 18,605 74,827 75,848 
Jasper 183 $1,367,000 $619,000 3,126 928 4,237 5,074 
Kershaw 442 $1,806,735 $3,145,365 1,771 1,293 3,506 3,672 
Lancaster 146 $1,126,650 $8,600,850 4,481 2,536 7,163 9,621 
Laurens 422 $478,700 $334,300 4,337 1,774 6,533 7,128 
Lee 228 $2,342,954 $821,305 295 389 912 924 
Lexington 1,710 $10,210,518 $18,416,817 11,403 8,928 22,041 24,187 
Marion 147 $1,069,550 $269,600 345 176 668 719 
Marlboro 241 $1,556,495 $2,675,584 456 524 1,221 1,443 
McCormick 12 $95,000 $310,000 318 84 414 587 
Newberry 219 $2,339,599 $37,945,563 223 585 1,027 1,434 
Oconee 501 $2,455,541 $4,543,680 5,461 4,212 10,174 10,907 
Orangeburg 798 $14,569,926 $20,377,633 2,647 2,347 5,792 7,691 
Pickens 486 $3,568,655 $84,551,439 3,881 3,488 7,855 8,582 
Richland 1,739 $37,606,775 $12,939,154 16,843 13,171 31,753 31,965 
Saluda 52 $1,074,200 $241,500 105 189 346 577 
Spartanburg 1,440 $6,135,313 $22,278,456 13,031 9,520 23,991 29,531 
Sumter 769 $9,629,445 $39,785,216 1,570 2,416 4,755 4,828 
Union 73 $364,200 $256,500 149 246 468 732 
Williamsburg 301 $488,530 $129,470 645 675 1,621 1,692 
York 501 $2,864,712 $236,460,182 7,520 5,888 13,909 15,014 
**“Other Calls” includes but is not limited to false alarms, canceled en route, HazMat incidents, and weather-related incidents. 
2019 Annual Data Report 14  












Monterey Rural  
Sharon Rural 
Broadmouth Turkey Creek 
Bethia 
Abbeville City 





















Hollow Creek  
Sandy Ridge 
City of Aiken 























































Barnwell Rural  




Hilton Head Island 
Bluffton Township 
Sheldon Township 
Beaufort City/Port Royal  
Burton 







C & B 
Cross Rural 
Goose Creek Rural 
Lake Moultrie 
Macedonia Rural 
Santee Circle Rural 
Pimlico Rural 
Pine Ridge  
Sandridge 
Whitesville 
Forty-One Community  
Lebanon 





City of Goose Creek 
City of Hanahan 






Out of the 500 fire departments in SC, 433 departments reported at least once during the year. 
Thank you to the 332 departments (underlined) that reported 12 months of the year. 














City of Charleston 
Folly Beach 


























































Dillon County Station #2 
Dillon County Station #9 
/Oak Grove 
Dillon County Station #1  

























Hannah-Salem Friendfield South 
Lynches 
Lake City 









































































































































Columbia Metro Airport  














Marion Rural  
Britton’s Neck 

























City of Newberry 





































































City of Columbia  


































Westview - Fairforest 
Whitney 
Inman Community 











































City of York 
* This department was consolidated or created 
before the end of CY2019. 
